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Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) is an acute viral respiratory illness with high mortality caused by a new strain of
betacoronavirus (MERS-CoV). Since the report of the first patient in Saudi Arabia in 2012, large-scale outbreaks through hos-
pital-acquired infection and inter-hospital transmission have been reported. Most of the patients reported in South Korea were
also infected in hospital settings. Therefore, to eliminate the spread of MERS-CoV, infection prevention and control measures
should be implemented with rigor. The present guideline has been drafted on the basis of the experiences of infection control in
the South Korean hospitals involved in the recent MERS outbreak and on domestic and international infection prevention and
control guidelines. To ensure efficient MERS-CoV infection prevention and control, care should be taken to provide compre-
hensive infection control measures including contact control, hand hygiene, personal protective equipment, disinfection, and
environmental cleaning.
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Disease status of the infection source (Z& 22| ZIEHALEH)
Risk classification Asymptomatic Symptomatic, without pneumonia Symptomatic, with pneumonia
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Contact surveillance (& Al Contact surveillance (5 SZA|)

High-risk close contact: contact under the aerosol-generating procedure (eg. n

ebulizer, intubation, endotracheal suction, bronchoscopy, etc.). Intermediate-risk close

contact: contact within 2 m distance from the laboratory-confirmed MERS patient or stay at the same ward/floor of hospital exposed to laboratory-confirmed MERS
patients. Casual contact: instant contact with >2 m distance from the laboratory-confirmed MERS patients
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